
Both reading and the performing arts have the power 
to engage, inspire, and transform. Palladium PALS 

(Performing Arts Literary Season) books are selected for 
their alignment to performances in the Center’s season. 
We are sure you and your family will enjoy the books 

as well as the shows in the Center’s season.

1. Submit completed answers and this form to the Center by one 
of the following manners:     
   > E-mail at Outreach@TheCenterPresents.org 
   > Bring to the Palladium Box Office. 
   > Mail to: The Center for the Performing Arts 
                  ATTN: Palladium PALS  
                  1 Center Green 
                  Carmel, IN 46032

2. Select one Center Presents performance for which you would like your free student ticket.  
(Does not include Resident Company performances) 

For a list of performances visit TheCenterPresents.org.  
*Tickets based on availability. 

Youth Name: ________________________________________________________

School: _________________________________________________

Age & Grade: ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name: __________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone: __________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________________

State:___________________ Zip:____________________________

The show for which I would like a ticket is: 

_________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

   Join Center’s eClub to receive advanced opportunity to purchase tickets, discounts, and special 
announcements.

MEGAN HILTY KODO DRUMMERS

READING  
INITIATIVE
Performing Arts Literature for All Ages

Reading Initiative for Adults

Reading Initiative for Toddlers – Teens

The Center encourages the community of all ages to 
become inspired through selected readings and make the 

arts a part of their daily lives. Together, the Palladium 
PALS and Palladium Bookies, form a reading initiative that 

spans from toddlers to seniors. 
 

For more information visit:  
thecenterfortheperformingarts.org/ReadingInitiative

SARA EVANS

JOSHUA BELL
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CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF 
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BUDDY GUY
Reading Initiative for Toddlers – Teens
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For each book, write a portion of the title and the answers 
below. Instructions for submitting your answers are on the 
flip side of this panel. 

answers
*Reading levels of books overlap. Please use your discretion as to 
your child’s reading ability. You may select from more than one list. 

AGES 7 & UNDER - SELECT 5 BOOKS AGES 6-10 - SELECT 5 BOOKS AGES 11 & OVER - SELECT 2 BOOKS
Natsumi!
By: Susan Lendroth
ISBN: 978-0399170904
Ages: 4-8   Grades: PreK-3
Pairing: Kodo Drummers
Which of the Japanese traditional 
arts that Natsumi tried would you 
like to try?

Ganesha’s Sweet Tooth
By: Sanjay Patel
ISBN: 978-1452145563
Ages: 5-6   Grades: PreK–3
Pairing: Zakir Hussain       
What did Ganesha do with his tusk? 

Caps for Sale: A Tale of a Peddler 
Some Monkeys and Their Monkey 
Business
By: Esphyr Slobodkina
ISBN: 978-0064431439
Ages: 4-8   Grades: PreK-3
Pairing: Caps for Sale
What did the monkeys do with the 
man’s caps? 

The Ugly Duckling
By: Hans Christian Andersen
ISBN: 978-0688159320
Ages: 4–8   Grades: K-3
Pairing: The Ugly Duckling
How did the mother duck feel about 
the ugly duckling? 

Mole Music
By: David McPhail
ISBN: 978-0805067668
Ages: 4-8   Grades: PreK-3
Pairing: Chamber Music Society of 
Lincoln Center
Did Mole really just play for 
himself?

The Man with the Violin
By: Kathy Stinson
ISBN: 978-1554515646
Ages: 5-8   Grades: K-3
Pairing: Joshua Bell
What did Dylan want to do in the 
train station? 

Frog Trouble: . . . And Eleven Other 
Pretty Serious Songs 
By: Sandra Boynton
ISBN: 978-0761171768
Ages: 5-9   Grades: K-4
Pairing: The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band
Which was your favorite song? 
Why?

88 Instruments
By: Chris Barton
ISBN:978-0553538144
Ages: 3-7   Grades: PreK-2
Pairing: Drew Petersen
Which instrument does the boy 
choose? 

Muddy: The Story of Blues Legend 
Muddy Waters 
By: Michael Mahin
ISBN: 978-1481443494
Ages: 4-8   Grades: PreK-3
Pairing: Buddy Guy
What work did Muddy do before 
leaving for Chicago? 

Little Rat Makes Music
By: Monika Bang-Campbell   
ISBN: 978-0152053055
Ages: 6-9   Grades: PreK-3
Pairing: Russian National Orchestra
What did Little Rat’s first note sound 
like?

Jasmine Toguchi, Drummer Girl 
By: Debbi Michiko Florence   
ISBN: 978-0374308360
Ages: 6-9   Grades: 1-4
Pairing: Kodo Drummers
What did Jasmine decide was the 
real “miracle?

Piano Starts Here: The Young Art 
Tatum 
By: Robert A. Parker
ISBN: 978-0553533927
Ages: 4-8   Grades: PreK-3
Pairing: Marcus Roberts
Where and how did Art make his 
first money?  

Gus and Grandpa and the Piano 
Lesson 
By: Claudia Mills
ISBN:978-0374328146
Ages: 6-8   Grades: 1-3
Pairing: Drew Petersen
What do you think Gus could do to 
learn his song better? 

A Mouse Called Wolf
By: Dick King-Smith  
ISBN: 978-0375800665
Ages: 6-9   Grades: 1-4
Pairing: Classical Series
How did Wolf rescue Mrs. 
Honeybee? 

Shooting at the Stars: The Christmas 
Truce of 1914 
By: John Hendrix
ISBN: 978-1419711756
Ages: 8-12   Grades: 3-7
Pairing: All is Calm – The Christmas Truce 
of 1914
How did Major Walter Watts feel 
about the truce?

Jazz On A Saturday Night
By: Leo & Diane Dillon
ISBN: 978-0590478939
Ages: 4-8   Grades: PreK-3
Pairing: Jazz Series
How would you feel if you were in 
the audience?

Hey, Charleston!: The True Story of the 
Jenkins Orphanage Band 
By: Anne Rockwell
ISBN: 9780761355656
Ages: 7-10   Grades: 2-5
Pairing: Tribute to Benny Goodman
What did Reverend Jenkins do with 
money the band made in England?  

Stage Fright
By: David Lubar
ISBN: 978-0545496087
Ages: 6-8   Grades: 1-3
Pairing: Megan Hilty
What saying saved them from space? 

The Music of Life: Bartolomeo 
Cristofori & the Invention of the Piano 
By: Elizabeth Rusch
ISBN: 978-1481444842
Ages: 5-8   Grades: 1-3
Pairing: Drew Petersen
What could a piano do that a 
harpsichord could not? 

Soldier Song: A True Story of the Civil 
War 
By: Debbie Levy
ISBN: 978-1484725986
Ages: 9-12   Grades: 3-5
Pairing: US Marine Band
What song made both sides cheer?  

The Magic Misfits
By: Neil Patrick Harris  
ISBN: 978-0316391825
Ages: 8-12   Grades: 3-7
Pairing: World of Magic
What did Carter find in Mineral 
Wells?

Truce
By: Jim Murphy
ISBN: 978-0545130493
Ages: 9-12   Grades: 4-7
Pairing: All is Calm – The Christmas Truce 
of 1914
What do you think would have 
happened if the truce continued?

Wildflower
By: Alecia Whitaker  
ISBN: 978-0316251358
Ages: 12-17   Grades: 7+
Pairing: Sara Evans
Why did Bird’s family begin playing 
music?

Kellie Pickler (Dream Big: American 
Idol Superstars) 
By: Hal Marcovitz  
ISBN: 978-1422215104
Ages: 10-13   Grades: 5-7
Pairing: Kellie Pickler
How do you think Kellie’s childhood 
influenced her music?

Music Was IT: Young Leonard Bernstein 
By: Susan Goldman Rubin 
ISBN: 978-1580893442
Ages: 9-12   Grades: 5-7
Pairing: Classical & Songbook Series
Describe the relationship between 
Lenny and his father. 
 

If I Stay 
By Gayle Forman
Ages: 13-18   Grades: 7+
*Some mature language
ISBN: 978-0142415436
Pairing: Classical Series 
With what questions does the ending 
leave you?

What Is Rock and Roll? 
By Jim O’Connor
ISBN: 978-0451533814
Ages: 8-12   Grades 3-7
Pairing: Neil Berg’s 50 Years of Rock & Roll  
Of the musical genres of the 70s, 
which do you think would be your 
favorite?

Virtuosity  
By Jessica Martinez
ISBN: 978-1442420533
Ages: 13-18   Grades: 7+
Pairing: Joshua Bell
Do you think Diana’s actions were 
out of love or obsession? 

B.U.G. (Big Ugly Guy)  
By: Jane Yolen
Ages: 9-12   Grades: 4-7
ISBN:  978-0525422389
Pairing: Spotlight Series 
In what way does music play a role 
in how Sammy deals with bullies?

Sophisticated Ladies: the Great Women 
of Jazz  
By: Leslie Gourse
Ages: 12-17   Grades: 7+
ISBN:  978-0525471981
Pairing: Veronica Swift 
What are some things many of the 
women had in common? 
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