
Both reading and the performing arts have the power 
to engage, inspire, and transform. Palladium PALS 
(Performing Arts Literary Season) books are selected 
for their alignment to performances in the Center 
Presents season at Allied Solutions Center. We are 
sure you and your family will enjoy the books as well 
as the shows.

1. Submit this form and completed answers to the Allied Solutions Center: 
   • by e-mail to Outreach@CenterPresents.org 
   • in person at the Payne & Mencias Palladium’s  
		           Fifth Third Bank Box Office 
   • by mail to: Allied Solutions Center for the Performing Arts 
                  	  1 Carter Green 
                  	  Carmel, IN 46032

			    ATTN: Palladium PALS
 
2. Select one Center Presents performance for which you would like  

your free student ticket.  

For a list of performances visit TheCenterPresents.org/2627Season 
*Tickets based on availability. 

Youth Name: ________________________________________________________

School: _________________________________________________

Age & Grade: ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name: __________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone: __________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________________

State:___________________ Zip:____________________________

The show for which I would like a ticket is: 

_________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

  Join Allied Solutions Center’s eClub to receive event updates,  
tickets, special  announcements, ticket purchase opportunities,  
and more.

YASMIN WILLIAMS

LESLIE ODOM, JR.

MAVIS STAPLES

GIRL NAMED TOM

DEMOLA

AMY SEDARIS Reading Initiative for Toddlers – Teens

2026-2027  
READING LIST

HASTA LA MUERTE

Reading Initiative for Toddlers – TeensReading Club for Adults

READING INITIATIVE FOR TODDLERS TO TEENS

Allied Solutions Center for the Performing Arts encourages the 
community of all ages to become inspired through selected 

readings and make the arts a part of their daily lives. Together, the 
Palladium PALS and Palladium Bookies form a reading initiative  

that spans the ages from preschoolers to seniors. 
 

For more information visit:  

THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG/READINGINITIATIVE

ACADEMY OF ST MARTIN  
IN THE FIELDS



For each book, write a portion of the title and the answers below. 
Instructions for submitting your answers are on the flip side of this panel.

ANSWERS
*Reading levels of books overlap. Please use your discretion as to    	
   your child’s reading ability. You may select from more than one list. 

AGES 6 & YOUNGER — SELECT 5 BOOKS AGES 11 & OLDER — SELECT 2 BOOKS

THE GARDEN SYMPHONY  
by Victoria Kintner Griswold   
Ages 3-6, Grades PreK-2 
Pairing: PB&J The Garden Symphony!
For what is ladybug searching?
 
MEET THE ORCHESTRA   
by Ann Hayes
Ages 2-6, Grades PreK-3 
Pairing: John Malkovich and  
the Vienna Academy Orchestra 
As the instruments get larger,  
what happens to their sound? 
 
MY DOG HAS FLEAS:  
A UKULELE MISADVENTURE  
by Bob Barner 
Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3 
Pairing: Ukulele Orchestra  
of Great Britain 
What is Shaggy dog the 
leader of?  
 
THE MAGIC VIOLIN  
by Christine Platt 
Ages 4-9, Grades PreK-2
Pairing: Demola Live! 
What was the commitment  
Ana and Andrew made  
to Ms. Jones and the  
orchestra members? 

I LOVE YOU MORE THAN  
YOU’LL EVER KNOW  
by Leslie Odom Jr.
Ages 3-6, Grades PreK-2
Pairing: Leslie Odom Jr. 
It hasn’t always been easy,  
but it has always been what?   

THE JAZZ FLY
by Matthew W. Gollub 
Ages 3-8, Grades PreK-2
Pairing: Jazz Series  
What did the Queen Bee want?

HOW TO SING A SONG  
by Kwame Alexander  
Ages 3-8, Grades PreK-2 
Pairing: Girl Named Tom  
Where can you find music?  

GRANDUDE’S GREEN  
SUBMARINE   
by Paul McCartney    
Ages 2-6, Grades PreK-1 
Pairing: Live & Let Die Tribute 
What carried the submarine  
out of the sea and into the sky? 

THE CIRCUS SHIP  
by Chris Van Dusen 
Ages 3-8, Grades PreK-3 
Pairing: PB&J Silly Safaris  
What did the tiger do?  

ADELA’S MARIACHI BAND  
by Denise Vega
Ages 4-7, Grades PreK-2 
Pairing: Ballet Folklórico de México
What is the one thing Adela  
doesn’t love about the  
mariachi band?  

ITZHAK: A BOY WHO  
LOVED THE VIOLIN  
by Tracy Newman 
Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3 
Pairing: Itzhak Perlman  
Why did some people doubt he  
would be able to play well?  
  
MY FAMILY PLAYS MUSIC  
by Judy Cox
Age 4-8, Grades  PreK-3
Pairing: Sharpe Family Singers 
With which of her family members 
would you like to play? 

NEWS FROM ME, LUCY MCGEE  
by Mary Amato
Age 7-10, Grades 2-5
Pairing: Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain  
How does playing the ukulele  
help Lucy handle Scarlett’s tricks?  
 
SKIT-SCAT RAGGEDY  
CAT ELLA FITZGERALD   
by Roxane Orgill 
Ages 6-9, Grades 1-4
Pairing: Jazz Series 
How did Ella get her first  
chance to sing with a band? 

TORI AND THE MUSES    
by Tori Amos 
Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3
Pairing: Pop/Rock Series  
What does Tori learn from  
the Muses? 

LA GUITARRISTA   
by Lucky Diaz  
Ages 4-9, Grades PreK-4 
Pairing: Yasmin Williams
How did Senora Clemente  
help Canta?

WICKED: DEFYING GRAVITY  
by Stephen Schwartz
Ages 5-9, Grades K-4 
Pairing: Gravity 
What must Elphaba trust? 
 
THE YEAR OF THE DOG 
by Grace Lin   
Ages 8-12, Grades 3-7 
Pairing: Yefim Bronfman   
Why does Pacy decide not to audition 
for Dorothy in the The Wizard of Oz? 

BRIDGES INSTEAD OF WALLS:  
THE STORY OF MAVIS STAPLES   
by Mavis Staples  
Ages 6-9, Grades 1-4 
Pairing: Mavis Staples
Why did the family sometimes eat 
homemade sandwiches and sleep  
in their car?  

SYMPHONY FOR A  
BROKEN ORCHESTRA:  
HOW PHILADELPHIA COLLECTED 
SOUNDS TO SAVE MUSIC  
by Amy Ignatow 
Ages 6-9, Grades 1-4
Pairing: Academy of St. Martin in the Fields 
How did the orchestra members  
get creative to help the schools?

CHOIR GRRRL 
by Ashley Granillo  
Ages 10-14, Grades 5-8
Pairing: Bernadette Peters
Why did Alondra join the choir?

THE KINGDOM OF BACK  
by Marie Lu  
Ages 12-17, Grades 7-12 
Pairing: Academy of St Martin 
in the Fields 
What obstacles keep Nannerl  
from pursuing her dream? 

SHINE BRIGHT: A PERSONAL 
HISTORY OF BLACK WOMEN  
IN POP  
by Danyel Smith  
Ages16+, Grades 8+
Pairing: Dionne Warwick, Gladys Knight   
How does Smith combine her own 
experiences with music history?

ECHO    
by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Ages 11+, Grades 6+ 
Pairing: Passport Series   
How are the three stories  
connected by the end of  
the book?

VIRTUOSITY  
by Jessica Martinez
Ages 14+, Grades 9+
Pairing: The Monteverdi Choir  
and Orchestras
What does Carmen realize is more 
important than playing perfectly? 

THE SCAR BOYS     
by Len Vlahos
Ages 14+, Grades 9+ 
Pairing: Stewart Copeland  
How does Harry grow or change  
by the end of the story?

CRUZITA AND THE MARIACHEROS   
by Ashley Granillo  
Ages 11-14, Grades 6-8
Pairing: PB&J Mariachi Sol  
Jalisciense de Indianapolis
How did mariachi  
change Cruzita?

CRYING LAUGHING  
by Lance Rubin  
Ages 12-17, Grades 7-12
Pairing: Amy Sedaris 
Why did Winnie stop doing  
comedy, and what brought  
her back to it?

NIGHT MUSIC 
by Jean Marie Thorne
Ages 14-17, Grades 9-12
Pairing: Yefim Bronfman
How do Ruby and Oscar  
support one another?

LIMELIGHT  
by Andrew Keenan-Bolger
Ages 12+, Grade 7+
Pairing: Songbook Series
What challenges does Danny face 
while trying to succeed at his new 
school?
*Some Mature Themes

2026-2027 SEASON READING LIST
PAIRED WITH SHOWS IN THE 2026-2027 CENTER PRESENTS SEASON

Reading Initiative for Toddlers – Teens

AGES 6-10 — SELECT 5 BOOKS


