
Both reading and the performing arts have the power 
to engage, inspire, and transform. Palladium PALS 

(Performing Arts Literary Season) books are selected 
for their alignment to performances in the Center’s 

season. We are sure you and your family will enjoy 
the books as well as the shows.

1. Submit this form and completed answers to the Center: 
   • by e-mail to Outreach@TheCenterPresents.org 
   • in person at the Palladium’s Fifth Third Bank Box Office 
   • by mail to: The Center for the Performing Arts 
                    1 Carter Green 
                    Carmel, IN 46032

    ATTN: Palladium PALS
 
2. Select one Center Presents performance for which you would like  

your free student ticket.  

For a list of performances visit TheCenterPresents.org.  
*Tickets based on availability. 

Youth Name: ________________________________________________________

School: _________________________________________________

Age & Grade: ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name: __________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone: __________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________________

State:___________________ Zip:____________________________

The show for which I would like a ticket is: 

_________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

   Join the Center’s eClub to receive event updates, tickets, special       
 announcements, ticket purchase opportunities, and more.

MUSICAL  CONEXION

THE BLACK MARKET TRUST

THE IRISH TENORS
The Center encourages the community of all  

ages to become inspired through selected readings and 
make the arts a part of their daily lives. Together, the 

Palladium PALS and Palladium Bookies form a  
reading initiative that spans from preschoolers to seniors. 

 
For more information visit:  

THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG/READINGINITIATIVE

TRES SOULS

BRANFORD MARSALIS

RAY CHEN

LUCINDA WILLIAMS

THE ROBERT CRAY BAND

Reading Initiative for Toddlers – Teens

2023-2024 READING LIST

Reading Initiative for Toddlers – TeensReading Club for Adults

SEASON PARTNER

READING INITIATIVE FOR TODDLERS TO TEENS



For each book, write a portion of the title and the answers 
below. Instructions for submitting your answers are on the 
flip side of this panel.

ANSWERS
*Reading levels of books overlap. Please use your discretion as to     
   your child’s reading ability. You may select from more than one list. 

AGES 7 & YOUNGER — SELECT 5 BOOKS AGES 6-10 — SELECT 5 BOOKS AGES 11 & OLDER — SELECT 2 BOOKS
Mermaid and Me
By Soosh
Ages 3-6, Grades PreK-2
ISBN: 978-0316426626
Pairing: The Little Mermen 
What did her classmates help her do?

Celia Cruz, Queen of Salsa
By Veronica Chambers
Ages 5-8, Grades K-3
ISBN: 978-0142407790
Pairing: PB&J Musical Conexion
What was Celia’s nickname? 

Little Rosetta and the Talking Guitar 
By Charnelle Pinkney Barlow 
Ages 3-7, Grades PreK-2  
ISBN: 978-0593571071
Pairing: Lucinda Williams 
For what was Rosetta practicing?

A Neighborhood Walk,  
A Musical Journey
By Pilar Winter Hill
Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3
ISBN: 978-0807536704
Pairing: Ray Chen
To which instrument was Penelope 
most drawn?

I Am Mozart Too
By Audrey Ades
Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3
ISBN: 978-0374314767
Pairing: Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra
Why did Nannerl stop composing?

Sing
By Joe Raposo

Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3

ISBN: 978-1627795029

Pairing: The Irish Tenors

Why was the purple bird sad?

The Animal Song
By Jonty Howley

Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3

ISBN: 978-0593381465

Pairing: PB&J Silly Safaris

Why did the band go home? 

Elephants Cannot Dance!
By Mo Willems

Ages 3-6, Grades PreK-1

ISBN: 978-1423114109

Pairing: PB&J Phoenix Rising

What did the squirrels learn?

Mr. Tanner 
By Harry Chapin

Ages 5-7, Grades K-2

ISBN: 978-0991386680

Pairing: Harry Chapin at 80

What made Mr. Tanner feel whole?

The Serious Goose
By Jimmy Kimmel

Ages 2-6, Grades PreK-2

ISBN: 978-0525707752

Pairing: Etta May

What can no one do to the goose?

Danza! Amalia Hernandez and  
El Ballet Folklorico de Mexico 
By Duncan Tonatiuh
Ages 6-10, Grades 1-5  
ISBN: 978-1419725326
Pairing: Mariachi Herencia  
de México: Herederos 
What was Ami’s idea?

This Magical, Musical Night
By Rhonda Gowler Green
Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3
ISBN: 978-1499811728
Pairing: The Robert Cray Band 
Who bursts with velvet tones?

The Green Piano:  
How Little Me Found Music 
By Roberta Flack 
Ages 4-8, Grades PreK-3
ISBN: 978-0593479872
Pairing: Carrie Newcomer 
What was Roberta’s dream?

Esquivel! Space-Age Sound Artist 
By Susan Wood 
Ages 6-9, Grades 1-4
ISBN: 978-1580896733
Pairing: Tres Souls 
What 1950s discovery made recorded 
music exciting?

Upstaged 
By Diana Harmon Asher
Ages8-13, Grades3-7
ISBN: 978-1419740817
Pairing: Songbook Series
Why do you think Shira doesn’t quit? 

Birth of the Cool: How Jazz Great Miles 
Davis Found His Sound 
By Kathleen Cornell Berman 
Ages 8-11, Grades 2-6
ISBN: 978-1624146909
Pairing: Branford Marsalis
What was Miles’ Dad’s advice?

The Case of the Superstar Scam 
By Lewis B. Montgomery
Ages 7-11, Grades 2-6
ISBN: 978-1575655192
Pairing: David Foster & Katharine McPhee 
Who wrote the letters and why?

The Major Eights 1: Battle of the Bands 
By Melody Reed 
Ages 7-10, Grades 2-5
ISBN: 978-1499805642
Pairing: Meshell Ndegeocello
Why didn’t they want to play the song 
Jasmine picked?

Listen: How Evelyn Glennie, a Deaf Girl, 
Changed Percussion 
By Shannon Stocker
Ages 6-9, Grades 1-3
ISBN: 978-0593109694
Pairing: Stewart Copeland:  
Police Deranged for Orchestra 
About what was the audiologist wrong?

Somebody to Love 
By Valerie June 
Ages 5-10, Grades K-2
ISBN: 978-1737382973
Pairing: Robert Cray Band
What got Baby to sing?

Here We Are Now 
By Jasmine Warga 
Ages 14-17, Grades 9-12
ISBN: 978-0062324702
Pairing: Pop/Rock Series
What do you think most helped  
Taliah connect with her dad?

Giants of Jazz 
By Studs Terkel 
Ages 12-15, Grades 6-11
ISBN: 978-0891901457
Pairing: Jazz series 
Which biography did you find 
motivating? Why?

Kid Sterling 
By Christine Welldon 
Ages 13-17, Grades 8-12
ISBN: 978-0889956162
Pairing: Branford Marsalis
Who saved Sterling at the train station?

Who Was Aretha Franklin?
By Nico Medina 
Ages 8-12, Grades 3-7
ISBN: 978-0451532398
Pairing: Aretha’s Gold
How did the “Muscle Shoals sound”  
help make Aretha’s first hit?

Drama: A Graphic Novel
By Raina Telgemeier
Ages 10-14, Grades 5-9
ISBN: 978-1338801897
Pairing: David Foster & Katharine McPhee 
How did Jesse save the show? 

Music Mavens: 15 Women of Note  
in the Industry
By Ashley Walker 
Ages 12-18, Grades 6+
ISBN: 978-1641607230
Pairing: Center Presents Female Artists 
Which of the women inspired you  
the most? Why?

Better Nate Than Ever
By Tim Federle 
Ages 10-18, Grades: 5+
ISBN: 978-1534429130
Pairing: The Songbook Series 
What were some of the things  
Nate liked & didn’t like about NYC?

Things Hoped For 
By Andrew Clements
Ages 12+, Grades 6+  
ISBN: 978-0142410738
Pairing: Academy of St. Martin in the Fields 
Chamber Ensemble 
What was Robert’s secret?

Battle of the Bands
By Lauren Gibaldi
Ages 14-17, Grades 9-12
ISBN: 978-1536214338
Pairing: Pop/Rock Series
Which band was your favorite? Why?

I Was Born For This 
By Alice Oseman 
Ages 13-15, Grades 9-11
ISBN: 978-0008244095
Pairing: The Black Market Trust
What do you think is the main  
message of the book?

2023-2024 SEASON READING LIST
PAIRED WITH SHOWS IN THE CENTER’S 2023-2024 SEASON

Reading Initiative for Toddlers – Teens


